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Ankle !
1 part km-2 yr-1!

knee !
1 part m-2 yr-1!

T. Gaisser 2005!

Cosmic rays!
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High energy  
neutrino astronomy: 
Small fluxes, 
Need large detectors,  
Note wide energy range 

MeV energy  
neutrino astrophysics 
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By 1999 the following ingredients for a large IceCube proposal were 

obtained. 
•  A strong international collaboration has formed.  
•  It had been demonstrated that  

–  the ice is excellent down to 2500m depth.  

–  Drilling technology is established and modeling has improved such that fuel 
and logistics requirements are solid (they were conservative). 

–  The deep Antarctic ice is suitable for building a large neutrino telescope. 
(AMANDA had seen neutrinos consistent with predictions.) 

–  A detector technology was demonstrated that would require only limited 
maintenance and power. 

•  During the proposal process (2 years) AMANDA-II was completed 
and the first results solidified the above statements. 
–  Challenge that needed to be demonstrated before the final award was 

given, was that a University based collaborative research effort could make 
the transition to a very large project with adequate management etc.  
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50 m

1450 m

2450 m

2820 m

IceCube In-Ice Array
86 Strings, 60 Sensors
5160 Optical Sensors

AMANDA-II Array
(Precursor to IceCube)

Deep Core
6 Strings - Optimized for low energies
360 Optical Sensors

Eiffel Tower
324 m

IceCube Lab

IceTop
80 Strings each with
2 IceTop Cherenkov Detector Tanks
2 Optical Sensors per tank
320 Optical Sensors

IceCube

Bedrock

2004 Project Start    1 Hole
2009 Current Status    59 Holes
2011 Projected Completion 86 Holes
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Strings! Year! Livetime ! μ rate 
(Hz)


ν rate (/
day)


angular 
resol./°


AMANDAII
(19)  !

2000-2006 ! 3.8 years ! 100! 5 / day! 2.4!

IC22! 2007! 275 days! 550! 18 / day! 1.4!

IC40 ! 2008! 375 days! 1100! 38 / day! 0.75!

IC59 ! 2009! 360 days! 1900! 129 / day!

IC86test ! 2011! 1 day! 2650! 0.5!
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Strings! Year! Livetime ! μ rate 
(Hz)


ν rate (/
day)


angular 
resol./°


AMANDAII
(19)  !

2000-2006 ! 3.8 years ! 100! 5 / day! 2.4!

IC22! 2007! 275 days! 550! 18 / day! 1.4!

IC40 ! 2008! 375 days! 1100! 38 / day! 0.75!

IC59 ! 2009! 360 days! 1900! 129 / day!

IC86test ! 2011! 1 day! 2650! 0.5!
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–  6<:$4=%1)+5+">323)(%&'52s8%3)

Strings! Year! Livetime ! μ rate 
(Hz)


ν rate (/
day)


angular 
resol./°


AMANDAII
(19)  !

2000-2006 ! 3.8 years ! 100! 5 / day! 2.4!

IC22! 2007! 275 days! 550! 18 / day! 1.4!

IC40 ! 2008! 375 days! 1100! 38 / day! 0.75!

IC59 ! 2009! 360 days! 1900! 129 / day!

IC86test ! 2011! 1 day! 2650! 0.5!
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39""])

Strings! Year! Livetime ! μ rate 
(Hz)


ν rate (/
day)


angular 
resol./°


AMANDAII 
(19) !

2000-2006 ! 3.8 years ! 100! 5 / day! 2.4!

IceCube 22! 2007! 275 days! 550! 18 / day! 1.4!

IceCube 40 ! 2008! 375 days! 1100! 38 / day! 0.75!

IceCube 59 ! 2009! 360 days! 1900! 129 / day!

IceCube 86 
test !

2011! 1 day! 2650! 0.5 (est)!
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